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About Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 

 

The mission of the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA) is 

to strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality 

of Pennsylvania's communities through the arts. The agency 

promotes equitable access for all Pennsylvanians to 

participate fully in a creative life and in the diverse forms of 

arts and culture in the commonwealth. The PCA supports a 

range of arts and cultural activities and organizations via a 

number of programs and opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Cultural Sustainability Consulting, LLC. 

 

Cultural Sustainability Consulting LLC creates customized 

tools to nurture, revitalize, and sustain community culture 

around themes of sustainability particular to culture . 
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I  n t r  o d u c t i o n 

The growing awareness of cultureôs importance in community wellbeing and sustainable development 

has created the need for making culture more tangible in policymaking and community development. 

By exploring domains of sustainability particular to culture, tangible data can be created for monitoring 

itôs sustainability and evaluating the impact of supportive projects over time. 

 

The Cultural Sustainability Assessment Report (CSAR) is the result of the analysis of qualitative and 

quantitative data on the sustainability of community culture. Here, the term ñculture" is approached as a 

way of meaning making and expression passed down for generations within a community that creates a 

shared way of being. 

 

The CSAR examines and documents both the conditions of the community's assets of cultural 

sustainability (what has had a significant part in sustaining culture over time) and assesses the culture's 

sustainability in the current cultural context by examining each assets impact on indicators of cultural 

sustainability. 

 

The report is a community sourced (not crowd sourced) effort, meaning the research tools were 

customized by the community members contacted and some media was contributed by them. This 

report relies on the expert knowledge community members have of their culture and the historical and 

cultural context surrounding it. It is only through their invaluable knowledge that sustainability assets 

can be identified and culture examined through the lens of sustainability. 

 

This work stands on the shoulders of the extensive research that has already been done in cultural 

sustainability over the role community voices, indigenous knowledge, and collaborative approaches 

have in sustainable development. 
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Why Cultural  Sustainability? 

Cultural sustainability is a gateway to increased community resilience and successful sustainable 

development. The community knowledge, history, and bonds culture harbors has the potential to 

help communities withstand environmental and political shocks and adapt resiliently to changing 

times. Even so, culture is still often underestimated and left out of strategies for sustainable 

development and community resilience. As well as being a direct tie to ancestors and shared 

identity, cultural sustainability iteslf is a great indicator of community well-being. 

 

 

About  Sustainability Benchmarks  

 
Culture is largely subjective, as seen through the eyes of those who live in it and interpret the 

world through its way of meaning making. This subjectivity puts the assessment framework into 

the context of the communityôs culture and creates a platform to discuss what cultural 

sustainability looks like to them. Benchmarks based on community membersô knowledge provide 

a yardstick by which to assess trends in sustainability. Hopefully readers of this report will walk 

away convinced of the power of community knowledge and with a clearer view of what cultural 

sustainability really means in practice. 

 

Cultural sustainability data isnôt static because culture isnôt static. External shocks, whether global 

or local, can have a massive impact on cultural sustainability. That is why monitoring through 

routine re-assessment is so important and why the customized assessment framework is included 

with the report for future use. 

 

Better data and insight can help cultural sustainability strategies nourish and build on existing 

sustainability resources while incorporating new ones as they arise. This is why all partners are 

encouraged to see cultural sustainability data collection as a continuous, ongoing process and to 

always compare findings to the relevant data collected beforehand. 



Tamaqua, Pennsylvania  
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Located in Eastern Schuylkill County at the intersection of routes 209 and 309, 

Tamaqua lies in between the foothills of the Pocono Mountains and Pennsylvania's 

Anthracite Coal Region. The presence of the original inhabitants of the land, the 

Lenape is still felt today. In Lenape language, "Tamaqua" is roughly translated to 

"beaver." Tamaqua was established in 1799 by Berkhard Moser, who settled in the area 

that is downtown Tamaqua today. Irish, Welsh, and German immigrants came to the 

borough in the mid-1800ôs followed by a large influx of Italians, Lithuanians, Russians, 

Ukrainians, Slovaks, and Poles in the late 1800ôs, early 1900ôs. During this time, 

Tamaqua was also a central location for events involving the Molly Maguires; a then 

secret, now famous, society of Irish immigrants known for advocating for Irish coal 

miners in Pennsylvania. In 1885, the Edison Electric Illuminating Co. made 

Tamaqua the nation's second town with an incandescent municipal lighting system. 

 

Significant themes and narratives 

 

Tamaqua is both geographically and historically central to the anthracite coal mining 

boom in Eastern Pennsylvania. Coal mining was the most significant economic income 

for residents throughout the 20th century. The decline of its use created a shift in both 

the economy and culture of Tamaqua. Immigrants looking for work in the coal region 

and those fleeing religious persecution abroad came together to influence the regionôs 

ñcoal cultureò collectivley. Long standing traditions created from that time are still 

present today. Identification with their immigrant ancestors' history in the coal mines 

and the culture it created can still be seen in contemporary expressions such as festivals, 

foods, foodways, and even the names of streets. 

 

Tamaqua as described by the Cultural  Sustainability Advisory Council 

 

"Small town, rich in history, active, increasing in itôs diversity, Appalachian." Some ways 

they see their culture reflected in the community are local festivals, coal/regional ethnic 

food, block parties, fire houses, churches and church festivals, spirit of christmas 

festival, the Halloween parade (ñtalk about the community coming together!ò) and 

football games. 

When thinking about the longstanding characteristics of Tamaqua; ñWarm, friendly, 

genuine people. Tamaquaôs greatest asset is its people. They will  take you as a friend 

from the moment they meet you. They look for the good in people and you'd have to 

really do some harm for them to turn against you. They just look at other people as 

friends and that's nice. That's so nice. A sense of community. A strong sense of 

community.ò (AU.2023.CSC.JW. D1_00:17:37) 
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I"  would say it's a thriving community, very forward thinking, but rich in history and culture." 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.DF_00:03:54) 

 

"I 'd  say it's a small Appalachian coal region, hard coal region, community. You know, it's, if 

you've if you've been to any small, anthracite coal region, Appalachian Community, you 

know, you've been to Tamaqua. It's technically a rural community. But it's a densely 

populated community that people live close together. Big downtown, for the size of the 

community, and very tight housing, older housing turn of the 20th century housing. A lot of 

Victorian homes in the downtown. It's a small tight knit, very, very insular, not very diverse. 

In terms of ethnic backgrounds, my parents were a mixed marriage because my mother was 

Roman Catholic, and my father was Russian Orthodox. That was the type of diversity 

although we get more and more diverse now. But poor you know, relatively poor economic 

status relatively uneducated, you know, very tough and gritty type of town." 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG_00:02:29) 

 

Things that have disappeared over the years can be generalized as prosperity, and loss of 

mom and pop shops that created a busy downtown as well as a loss of neighborhood schools 

and businesses, and recreational clubs. ñWe need a diner. We used to always have one.ò 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.D1_00:23:24) 

 

 

 

The identification with coal mining is still  seen in contemporary expressions and 

buisnesses such as "Coal Cats Cafe", located on downtown Broad street. 
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Cultural Sustainability  Advisory Council 

 
This report is a collaboration between community members and a cultural sustainability 

strategist hired by Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. The community members will  be known 

as the ñCultural Sustainability Advisory Councilò from here on out. During discussions they 

talked with each other about the different assets and sustainability trends to come to a general 

consensus. In analysis, their knowledge was considered collectively as a representation of a 

shared community voice on the sustainability of Tamaquan culture. Their individual bio's can 

be seen in Appendix B. 

 

 

Methodology  

 
After forming the Cultural Sustainability Advisory Council, Discussions 1 and 2 were 

facilitated. In the first discussion, the council identified assets of cultural sustainability by 

reflecting on the themes of cultural sustainability that are used as indicators in the second 

portion of the assessment. In Discussion 2, the council agrees on the sustainability condition 

of each asset by reflecting on trends seen throughout the years. Additionally they note the 

themes impacted by each asset, which, taken collectively, denotes the sustainability of each 

theme/indicator. 

 

Research and fieldwork for this report began in October 2022 and concluded in March 2023. 

The research and documentation revolved around the assets of cultural sustainability defined 

by residents of Tamaqua that served as a ñCultural Sustainability Advisory 

Councilò. Fieldwork was done in between the two discussions to gather asset and cultural 

context. The interview process started from suggestions by community advisors and previous 

folklorist reports, eventually branching out from these contacts to include residents 

recommended by others. Significant statements collected through interviews and the 

workshops have been transcribed verbatim to authentically represent the speaker and 

acknowledge the importance of community members agency over their own narratives. 
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The assessment was designed in collaboration with the community. It is informed by ethnographic 

research and the best available information from sources that have been determined to be accurate, 

reliable, and relevant to the issues being considered. 

 

Goals: 

- Identify, document, and assess the condition of sustainability of each asset of cultural sustainability. 

- Identify the impact of each on themes of cultural sustainability to get a wide picture on the 

sustainability of Tamaquaôs collective culture. 

- Create a directory of community members designated as a Cultural Sustainability Council. 

- Host Discussion 1: Identify and document assets of cultural sustainability through themes of 

sustainability particular to culture.. 

- Host Discussion 2: Assess each asset for it's own sustainability and impact on the themes of 

sustainability particular to culture. 

-Analyze data to create a visuals and a Cultural Sustainability Profile for monitoring and project 

evaluations. 

 

 

Themes of Cultural  Sustainability  

 
The assessment revolves around themes of sustainability particular to culture used as indicators of 

cultural sustainability. These are: Access to Cultural Heritage; Cultural Autonomy, Cultural 

Performance, Cultural Engagement, Cultural Transmission, Adaptive Resilience, and Cultural 

Infrastructure. 

 

Approaching these as indicators of sustainability, a framework was developed to assess and monitor 

collective cultural sustainability through examining the indicators in community context. To learn 

more about the themes as they are used in collective cultural sustainability assessments visit 

www.culturalsustainabilityconsulting.com 

http://www.culturalsustainabilityconsulting.com/
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Access to Cultural Heritage: How does the community access the history and 

evolution of their shared culture? 

 

 

Cultural Autonomy: What resources does the community have to ensure their culture 

can evolve on their own terms without unwanted coersion from outside sources? 

 

 

Cultural Performance: How is culture performed in daily life and celebrations? 

 

 

 

Cultural Engagement: What are signifigant ways the community engages with each 

other in cultural practices? 

 

 

Cultural Transmission: How is culture passed on to new generations? 

 

 

 

Adaptive-resilience: How does the community withstand external changes in cultural 

context? 

 

 

Cultural Infrastructure: What policies, physical spaces, and programs facilitate the 

sustainability of community culture? 

T h e m e s o f C u l t u r a l S u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
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Assets of  Cultural  Sustainability  

What is an asset in the context of cultural sustainability? An asset of cultural sustainability is 

conceptualized as "things of value that sustain production and growth." They have more impact than 

resources, something that can be drawn upon when needed. Assets of cultural sustainability are 

pillars of a shared culture that constantly feed into the sustainability of a culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tamaqua's Assets of Cultural Sustainability  

 
The assets in this report are not the only ways community culture is sustained in Tamaqua but they 

have been recognized by community members as important to Tamaquaôs collective cultural 

sustainability. It is hoped that by sustaining these collective sources of cultural sustainability that 

the more intricate and subtle cultural expressions at intimate and individual levels will also be 

positively impacted 

 

After discussing these with the Advisory Council, the following assets were identified as being 

signficant to sustaining Tamaquan culture. Their "well being" in terms of sustainability was 

assessed, determined by reflecting on trends in their well-being seen throughout the years. The 

assets were scored ranging from 1 -"no longer exists" to 5 -"thriving". 

 

Following are descriptions of the assets and with their correlating sustainability score and the 

cultural sustainability themes each impacts. 
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Asset Details 
 

 

Tamaqua Railroad Station  
 

Sustainability Trend: Thriving 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Cultural Infrastructure, Access to Cultural Heritage, Cultural 

Performance 

 

The train station is a significant symbol of the communityôs shared cultural identity. It's a 

focal point of the community and perhaps the biggest draw for tourists. In 1989 Dale 

Freudenburger was one of two people who saved it from the wrecking ball. A vandal set fire 

to it and the Borough was going to knock it down until Dale convinced them to let him be 

responsible for maintaining it. In 1992, Dale and the historical society formed Tamaqua SOS 

(Save our Station) to buy and preserve the station.The station is part of the 55- block 

Tamaqua Historical District and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. On 

March 9th 2023 the station was celebrated by being put on a United States postal stamp. 

There was an enormous turnout at the celebration held. 
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Tamaqua Railroad Station  

 

The Tamaqua railroad station is a very significant indicator of Tamaqua's cultural 

sustainability trend. It represents more than history and a landmark, but the successful 

revitalization efforts taken on by the community. 

 

"Certainly the train station is going to be at the top of my list [of signifigant sites], you know, 

not just because it's a really cool old historic train station and all the activities go on 

there,but really also what it represents, in terms of community coming together to save its 

number one landmark and the station is literally and figuratively in the heart of our rebirth 

and revitalization efforts and to place a source of pride, not just for what the community was 

during during its heyday, but really what it could be when we work together. And we dedicate 

ourselves to making it better."(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG_00:04:09) 

 

 
Residents form a crowd outside the train  station to celebrate the release 

of the Tamaqua Railroad Station stamp. 
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Don Serfass holds up an enlarged image of the railroad stations forever stamp. 
 

 

 

 

An overwhelming amount of residents came out to celebrate the event. 
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Trains ran continuously back and forth  in front  of the station as part  of the celebration 
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Hegarty Family Blacksmith Shop 
 

image courtesy TACP.info 

Sustainability Trend: Vulnerable/ Sustainable 

Impacts: Access to Cultural Heritage 

 

The Hegarty family blacksmith shop, established in 1848, was run by three generations of the 

Hegarty family. It was donated to the Historical Society by the family in 1974. In the shop are 

tools the Hegarty family brought over when they immigrated from Ireland to Tamaqua. It is 

open to the public one day a year. 

 

Annotations: 

The blacksmith shop was broken into last year and some of the Hegarty familyôs 

blacksmithing tools were stolen. The council feels like itôs underutilized. The shop is only 

open one day a year. 

 

ñI always think if that building was in Jim Thorpe, what would they be doing now? Like, it 

would be like God's gift to blacksmiths. You know, and, and here it sits empty. It's open one 

day a year, édoesn't generate any revenue. Doesn't generate any activity other than it's, it's 

open and not even every festival.ò (AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_00:12) 

 

However, the historical society owns it so theyôre not worried about losing it. Council 

members decided the sustainability trend is somewhere between vulnerable and sustainable. 
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Tamaqua Area Historical Museum 
 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Impacts: Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Access to Cultural Heritage, 

Cultural Infrastructure 

 

The museum is one of three sites owned and operated by the Tamaqua Historical Society. 

The museum houses artifacts and documents tied to significant historical events and eras, as 

well as everyday life in Tamaqua throughout the years. These include collections such as 

ñBlack Diamondsò and ñLife in the Coal Minesò, as well as a typical kitchen set up from the 

mid-century. Most of the artifacts are donated by the community. I"  think the bulk of the 

community realizes that that is our center for preserving our history and our culture. Cultural 

things from their grandmother, or their great grandparents, you know, that they have in their 

possession, rather than throwing it away or putting on eBay. Many times it comes to us." 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.FR_00:25:48) 

 

Annotations: 

 

Dale Friedenburg is not worried about the sustainability of the museum. 

"We're in a good financial position and with a long term plan, so that won't be an issue." 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.FR_00:25:33) 
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Exhibits in the museum shows Tamaqua through the years. 
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Ethnic Foodways 

 

Padora's Bakery uses a coal fired oven to bake it's legendary local Italian bread. Photo courtesy Facebook 

 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: Cultural Access, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance, Cultural Engagement, 

Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure 

 

When immigrants settled in Tamaqua to work in the mines, they brought with them recipes 

from their homelands that have nourished generations of Tamaquanôs and continue to this 

day. Irish, Welsh, German, Italian, Lithuanian, Russian, Ukrainian, Slovakian, and Polish 

dishes, among others, all influenced the current ñfoodscapeò of Tamaqua. Original recipes 

have been passed down from generation to generation. Traditional dishes have influenced 

each other to become distinct ñcoal regionò dishes. 

 

Annotations: 

The council doesnôt see the long-standing presence of ethnic foodways going anywhere 

anytime soon. 

 

I think there's an appreciation of it [ethnic foods], which certainly gets it off of theé 

endangered. Like, when people care about it, there's a good chance that something's gonna 

happen. You know, it's when people don't even appreciate it and it's gone. And next thing you 

knowé" (AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_00:04:37) 
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Tamaquans enter their  family  boilo recipe during an annual competition at a volunteer fire  station 

 

Some bakeries have disappeared over the years but new additions, representing new 

ethnicities, have also popped up, including a well-known local Italian restaurant and hispanic 

foods sold right out of someoneôs house. 

 

ñWeôve lost some but weôve gained someéIòll give you a big example. We didn't have the 

biggest Italian population here. But in the past several decades we've become known for 

Italian cooking through DiMaggio's [a local Italian restaurant]. I mean, they [people] come 

from Hazleton to here. They come from all over. I mean, his business is unbelievable. The line 

goes out the door on a Friday and Saturday night. And, you know, so like, we picked up an 

ethnicity.ò (AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_06:04) 

 

Some notable long standing foodways sites are Leiby's restaurant and Padora's Bakery. The 

transmission of ethnic foods is adapting by way of sharing family and regional recipes online 

in different forums. The council debated between the sustainability trend of sustainable and 

thriving. 
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Volunteer Fire Companies 
 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: adaptive resilience, cultural transmission, access to cultural heritage, cultural 

performance, cultural engagement 

 

There are four volunteer fire companies in Tamaqua: American Hose Co 1, Tamaqua Citizens 

Fire Co 2, Tamaqua East End Fire Co.3, Tamaqua South Ward Fire Co 4.. Theyôre considered 

a big part of Tamaquan culture, each with a culture all their own, that feeds into the shared 

Tamaquan culture. 

 

ñThey each have their own really strong cultural identity and then collectively as a volunteer 

fire service, they have a cultural identity.ò The volunteer fire fighter companies have a 

lifestyle all their own. Community events and weddings are held in the companies halls. And, 

unique to the coal region, historically, they all had bars in them though not all still do. 

ñTheyôre all social clubs.ò (AU_2022.CSC.JW.D1_40:15) 

 

ñSmall town life here is fire company life, you know, people identify with it.ò 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_09:11) 
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Tamaquans enter their  family  boilo recipe during an annual competition at a volunteer fire  station 

 

Annotations: 

The heyday for the volunteer fire companies was in the 1950ôs and 1960ôs when they had 

over a hundred volunteers and marching units. Now volunteers are down to about a dozen per 

Company. Usually a hallmark of community cultural activity, fire company-led block parties 

dwindled to one last year. This is cited as mostly due to Covid-19. The block parties were 

canceled in 2020 and 2021 for safety reasons but they did pick up again in 2022. 

 

Although a lack of volunteers is concerning, the fire companies are still very active and 

contribute a lot culturally. There was talk of them all merging together in the past, but they 

have managed to continue as four distinct companies. 

 

"Despite the volunteers dropping down, there's they're still extremely active, they're active and 

they're contributing. And they have activities, and they're culturally still alive. You know, 

they're not merging anytime soon."(AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_06:04) 

 

"S o we have four volunteer fire companies in the community, that are not just places where 

people volunteer to fight fires, and be trained and things like that. But they're also social 

organizations that some of them are like, intergenerational, like, your family is part of this 

fire company, or that fire company. "(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG_00:10:36) 
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Historic Markers '99 
 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Access to Cultural Heritage, Cultural Performance 

 

Historic Markers ó99 are a series of markers spread throughout Tamaqua that mark historical 

sites, describing events and their significance. The project was funded by PP&L and private 

donations. The markers are listed on the historic marker database with descriptions and 

coordinates. 

 

Annotations: 

The 14 markers include the following sites: 

Anthracite  Bank of Tamaqua 

Little Schuylkill Railroad 

Burkhardt Moser  Log Home 

Jon F. McGinty Brewery 

Odd Fellows Cemetery 

The Murder  of Benjamin Yost 

Little Schuylkill Hotel  

Mary Harris ñMother Jones" 

Hegarty Blacksmith Shop 



Place-based Community Projects 24 
 

 

 
 

 

Large fiberglass hearts are displayed throughout downtown as part  of Tamaqua Has Heart 

 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Cultural Access, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance, Cultural Engagement, 

Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure 

 

Over the years place-based community projects such as Tamaqua has Heart, Dear Tamaqua, 

and painting murals around town have created shared expressions of what it means to be 

Tamaquan and a shared vision for the future. 

 

Tamaqua has Heart 

"Tamaqua Has Heart was truly a project of love; the love of volunteers who wanted our 

community to love itself and focus on our positive, nurturing characteristics." Led by 

volunteers Kyle Whitley and Wandie Little, the project took one-and-a-half years to 

complete. "From the very young to the very old, each heart inspired personal connections 

that, we believe, will never be forgotten." - tamaquaarts.org 
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Dear Tamaqua 

 

"Dear Tamaqua" was developed from a TED Talk presented in 2014. "The notion of giving 

our community a voice and the abilityty to share it became urgent. A partnership with 

Touchstone Theater ð Bethlehem, led by Tamaqua native JP Jordan, gave us the coaching we 

needed to pull off our first large-scale public initiative. Spanning two years of planning and 

culminating in a one mile immersive walking experience in the center of town, the project 

gave visible evidence of the collision of our past, present and future." - tamaquaarts.org. 
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Murals  

Greetings from Tamaqua Mural 
 

 

 

ñWe wanted to create something that reflects who we are and our attitude of what can be." 
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Choose Happiness Mural 

 

As part of Tamaqua Choose Happiness, an eye spy mural was created where residents 

embedded images of tamaquan culture into a landscape mural. 
 

 

A close up of a section of the mural shows embedded images. 
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Then and Now Forum 
 

 

Sustainability Trend: Thriving 

Impacts: Cultural Access, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance, Cultural Engagement, 

Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure 

 

The Tamaqua Then and Now forum is a facebook page where people who grew up in 

Tamaqua, largely, reminisce about the past. There are 6,755 members, consisting of current 

residents and those who grew up in Tamaqua but have since moved away. 

The page describes the purpose of the group as, ñA group devoted to the history of Tamaqua. 

We're not about current issues unless there's some link to the past, such as historic 

preservation.ò Shared posts consist of old newspaper clippings, advertisements, and photos, 

as well as personal stories of growing up in Tamaqua. 
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Block Parties 
 

An American Hose Fire Company Block Party 

image courtesy TamaquaArea.com 

 

 

Sustainability Trend: Critical 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Access to 

Cultural Heritage, Cultural Performance 

 

Three of the four volunteer fire companies hold a block party, usually three days long, every 

year during the summer. The block parties have live music and regional food and, up until 

recently, had a large turnout. 

 

Annotations: 

Like many social events around the country, the block parties were canceled during Covid-19 

and haven't fully recovered in attendance since then. 

 

"This past year, we were down to one block party. Yeah. And that was scary. And I looked into 

it and was told that it was a manpower issue,"(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_22:28) 
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Community Involvement 

 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: Cultural Access, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance, Cultural Engagement, 

Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure 

 

Annotations: 

Although community involvement is considered sustainable, the council doesnôt see the same 

numbers meeting regularly that they used to. There are always volunteers for events and 

initiatives, but most volunteers donôt attend regular meetings, or acquire memberships. 

ñNo, it's not, it's not the same type of involvement. Like the Ted Block generation would go to 

a Lions Club meeting every Tuesday night and have dinner at the Elks.ò 

(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_22:18) 

 

ñNow it's very, the community involved event is very one off. óI'll come and help out for, you 

know, for a cleanup or the festival. But I don't want to go to meetings. I don't want to be the 

secretary. I don't wanna be the treasurer.ô You know, they don't want to, they're not, they're not 

involved in the organization. They're just involved in the activities.ò 

 

.. It's even like the Kellnerôs Dam Association. Yeah. You know, they don't have huge 

membership meetings, but when they have an event, they get a huge turnout of volunteers and 

people want to come.ò So I, I think the amount of community involvement is still very high. 

But it's a different type of involvement.ò These days the Lions Club never meets but still is 

able to rally the town together every year for the Halloween parade, a massive event in 

Tamaqua. (AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_22:28). 
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Playground Association 

 

Sustainability Trend: Critical 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive resilience, Cultural Transmission, Cultural 

Autonomy 

 

The Tamaqua playground associations are a coalition of volunteers who take care of local 

parks in each ward. There has been a big decline in recent years and what used to be a vibrant 

organization is now down to a few volunteers. 

 

Annotations: 

The playgrounds are being utilized to some extent but the council isnôt confident in ñwhere 

theyôre goingò. Theyôre functional and there are a few volunteers that tend to them but they 

donôt really have an organization. There is a big difference between community stewardship 

of the playgrounds in the past compared to today. 

 

ñBut you remember when like Jackie Jones and Margie Klein, they ran that you know.ò 

AU_2022.CSC.JW.D1_27:53) 

 

ñI know. It was like their lives. That really changed over the years. Now I don't know why that 

is. People maybe have more entertainment options at home and the kids don't go to the 

playground like they used to. But we have a lot of playgrounds in this town but yeah, they're, 

I'd say vulnerable on that.ò AU_2022.CSC.JW.D1_28:01) 



 

Annual Heritage Festival 
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Re-enactors outside the Tamaqua Train  Station during Tamaqua's Annual Heritage Festival 

photo courtesy: Times News - tnonline.com 

 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Cultural Transmission, Cultural Infrastructure, Access to 

Cultural Heritage 

 

The Annual Tamaqua Heritage Festival is presented by the Tamaqua Historical Society every 

Fall. Features are a large craft and street fair downtown, local foods, a variety of music, 

calliope, horse-drawn trolley car rides, costumed reenactors, guided walking tours, Autumn 

harvest market,a car show, historical exhibits, museum tours, children's games and rides, 

antique shopping, great restaurants, and two craft breweries. This year was the 37th year of 

the festival. 

 

Annotations: 

It hasn't changed in 40 years. So I think that's sustained. Yeah. Hasn't gotten better or 

worse.ò (AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_39:08) 

 

I think it's sustainable. That doesn't mean there won't be challenges down the road. I just wish 

we had more younger people involved, in the society in general. We have to sustain it, that's 

why I'm gonna say it's sustainable. It has to be. Because that brings the town together and the 

whole region really. (AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_39:08) 
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Annual Northeastern Pennsylvania Cancer Society Telethon 
 

 
Performers pose by the total pledge raised, $200, 157, in 2015. photo courtesy: TamaquaArea.com 

 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Cultural 

Infrastructure, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance 

 

The American Cancer Society Telethon of Eastern Pennsylvania features remote telecasts 

from the Lehigh Valley, Greater Wilkes-Barre, and the Poconos, plus stories from area 

residents and families impacted by the disease. The telethon originates from Pennôs Peak in 

April noon to midnight, and features a wide range of live performances from talent in the 

area. The Telethon can be viewed in Pottsville, the Lehigh Valley, Tamaqua, Hazleton, and 

Wilkes-Barre/Birdsboro. Viewers can call in to donate. 

 

Annotations: 

The council is confident in the continuity of the Telethon because of the common cause and 

wide age range it attracts. "There's young people there. So that'll keep going. And the mission 

is good and all, you know, the whole bid."(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_31:57) 
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Pessimism 

 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission 

 

Tamaqua sources cultural sustainability through a shared pessimism that influences local 

culture. Not to necessarily be considered a bad thing, pessimism seems to be an endearing 

part of the shared identity that community members are proud of. 

 

Annotations: 

 

"It 's vibrant. I mean, but that's the whole coal region in general. The people in the coal region, 

if they were invited to the last Supper, they would complain about the menu. 

(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_34:22) "Yeah. They'd be like, 'Jesus Christ, bread and wine? Don't 

you have chili dogs?'" 
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Church Groups 
 

A congregation at Trinity  United Church of Christ. Image courtesy http://tamaquatrinity.com  

 

Sustainability Trend: Critical 

Impacts: Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, 

Cultural Performance, Cultural Infrastructure, Cultural Autonomy, Access to Cultural 

Heritage 

 

 

Annotations: 

I"  mean, I think it's critical the churches would even agree. It's critical. Yeah. Uh, we're lucky 

the, Episcopal church is still hanging in."(AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2.00:35:16) 

 

"We lost a lot of churches, and a lot of vacant churches now. Places where people they poured 

their heart and, no pun intended, soul into these places, and they build them, maintain them, 

and sustain them. And then poof, next thing you know, they're sitting empty. Really, it's really 

sad."(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG.00:40:39) 

http://tamaquatrinity.com/
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Traditional Arts 
 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, 

Cultural Performance, Cultural Infrastructure, Cultural Autonomy, Access to Cultural 

Heritage 

 

 

As an example of traditional arts sustainability in the area, Pysanky in Tamaqua was studied. 

The practice of pysanky is a centuries old Ukranian tradition of decorating easter eggs. The 

egg is hollowed out and patterns are created using a wax-resist method. Paul Corinchock, a 

native Tamaquan who has been practicing pysanky for over thirty years and teaching for ten, 

was interviewed on the arts sustainability in the region. In summary, he is happy with the 

interest he sees in his classes and especially seeing generations of family members coming in 

to take classes together 

 

Annotations: 

 

The addition of new arts venues over the years has bolstered support for pysanky 

sustainability by hosting classes for the public and providing resources. Those involved see 

an increased interest and aren't worried about it's sustainability in the region. 
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Response to drug problem 
 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, 

Cultural Performance, Cultural Infrastructure, Cultural Autonomy, Access to Cultural 

Heritage 

 

The council suggested Hope & Coffee as an example of Tamaquaôs community response to 

the drug presence. Hope & Coffee is a coffee house located downtown right next to the 

Tamqaua Community Arts Center. Hope & Coffee provides opportunities for people in 

recovery from drug addiction. They offer jobs, a safe space to gather that demonstrates that 

recovery is normal, opportunities to engage with the issues, and support meetings. Benefactor 

Lisa Scheller hopes it will be a place of community support that normalizes recovery. 

Executive Director Micah Gursky describes it as .".. a socially-conscions endeavor that sells 

the best coffee and homemade baked goods around these parts in a way that magnifies our 

impact in the community." 

 

Annotations: 

Like many other places all over the country, in the past ten years Tamaqua has seen an 

increase in drug use and itôs impact on the community. I"  think one of the things that affects 

what we're going through,, and it's not only here, but the drugs and crime. But you know, it 

affects the whole community."(AU_2023.CSC.JW.DF.00:50:38) 
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The front  counter at Hope and Coffee 
 

 

 

 

A binder is available for  people to read a collection of personal 

stories of addiction and recovery and contribute their own. 

 

 

The council also mentioned the organization "Safer Streets For Tamquaôs Little Feet". They 

are a 501c(3) non-profit organization that through education and support hopes to put an end 

to this drug epidemic by bringing awarness to the community and preventive education. 
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Strong  Sense of Resilience 

 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, 

Cultural Performance, Cultural Infrastructure, Cultural Autonomy, Access to Cultural 

Heritage 

 

Originally categorized as a strong sense of adaptation the council thought a strong sense of 

resilience was more approprioate. "I  think we're more resilient than adaptive...When I think 

about some of the core people who are involved, [they're] not adaptive. Like they don't 

change now. You know, but they are resilient. " 

 

Other organizations like the school board and Borough Council, as well as community leaders 

in the fire companies don't show a lot of adaptation but are considered very resilient. 
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Downtown Tamaqua 
 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Cultural 

Infrastructure, Access to Cultural Heritage, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance 

 

Downtown Tamaqua is characterized by Victorian buildings and "mom and pop shops". Itôs 

major intersection is the five points. Community projects involving downtown include the 

downtown Tamaqua virtual map and major festivals and parades. There have been efforts 

over the years to revitalize the downtown area that are ongoing. 

 

Annotations: 

 

When sometimes questioned why a lot of money is invested into downtown, it's pointed out 

that it's where parades and festivals are held, as well as buisnesses and organizations that 

bring in visitors and keep the community's day to day activities going. 

 

"I t  needs to look and feel good, because that's where, that's how we identify." 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.D1_01:16:41) 
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Festivals 
 

 

 

A flyer  for  Tamaqua's Spirit  of Christmas Festival 

 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, 

Cultural Performance, Cultural Infrastructure, Access to Cultural Heritage 

 

 

Tamaquaôs annual festivals were pointed out as important ways Tamaquanôs can partake in 

cultural activities. Some festivals mentioned were: the Tamaqua Heritage Festival, the Spirit 

of Christmas Festival, the Halloween Parade, and the Memorial Day Parade. 

 

Mr.  and Mrs. Claus greet festival goers at the train  station 

during Spirit of Chirstmas.  Img courtesy Times News 
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Spirit of Chirstmas Festival 

 

The Spirit of Christmas Festival runs for four days and is organized by a committee involving 

Judy Hoppes. Events include "Breakfast with Santa", a tree lighting ceremony, and a 

Christmas parade. 

 

 

 

 

Santa sits to hear Christmas wish lists. Img courtesy 

Times News. 

 

 

 

Annual Halloween Parade 

 

The annual halloween parade is held downtown and run by the Lion's Club. Floats are designed and decorated 

by local organizations and buisnesses. The fire departments and traffic control is needed to manage the 

thousands of people that attend. Images of the Halloween parade are by Donald Serfass, courtesy Times 

News. 

 

"I f  you want to talk about like an event where everybody in the community comes together, the Halloween 

parade, oh, my God."(AU_2023.CSC.JW.D1_00:00:11:25) 
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Live music is performed. 
 

 

 

 

 

The local scouts with a space themed float. 
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Children in costume. 
 

 

 

 

Halloween props decorate the floats. 
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Memorial Day Parade 

The memorial day parade is one of the few still held in Schuylkill county. This, as well as the 

Veterans day parade, is a sign of how engaged and active the community is in their events. 

Unlike Tamaqua, neighboring towns can't sustain their own parades so rotate them anually 

between each other. " "So they have a county wide parade that rotates among the town. So the 

fact that we're able to do with just by ourselves, shows how active we are, despite these 

challenges." 

AU.2023.CSC.JW.D1_00:11:49) 
 

 

 

The Memorial Day parade. Img. 

Courtesy Times News 
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Streetscape 
 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Impacts: Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure, 

 

The design of streets, sidewalks, bike paths, and bus stops, impacts the ways residents interact 

with each other and within their culture. Tamaqua is very walkable and it's identity can be 

seen in the landmarks, names of street signs, and historic initiatives. 
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Tamaqua Community Arts Center 
 

 
image https://www.tamaquaarts.org/ 

 

Sustainability Trend: Vibrant 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Cultural 

Infrastructure, Access to Cultural Heritage, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance 

 

Located at 125 Pine Street, the Tamaqua Community Arts Center was created in 2012 when 

the Tamaqua Area Community Partnership bought what used to be the Salem United 

Methodist Church building. The TACP made the center a place where Tamaquans could meet 

to learn about, create, and perform arts and cultural activities. They hold instructional classes, 

seminars, and workshops. The second floor is a performance venue called ñThe Stitchò. The 

name comes from the Morgan Stitch, a knit stitch created by John E Morgan. In the 1950ôs 

he designed a unique knitting machine to create the stitch, then battled ñBig Textileò to keep 

the patent. His invention continues to contribute to Tamaquaôs culture through the John E 

Morgan foundation. 

 

 

Annotations: 

 

"That's a really special place. Because, you know, when I grew up here, we didn't have an art 

center. And, and so there's a whole generation of young people growing up in Tamaqua that 

won't remember not having an art center, and a place where you can create and learn to do 

something that you never thought you'd do or get up on stage or learn how to play an 

instrument or throw clay or, or whatever, whatever they're teaching." 

(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG_07:07) 

http://www.tamaquaarts.org/
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Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Sustainability Trend: Sustainable 

Impacts: Cultural Engagement, Adaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Cultural 

Infrastructure, Access to Cultural Heritage, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance 

 

The historic district spans 55 blocks, highlighted in purple in the map above. The historic 

preservation ordinance protects the area from any imposition that would take away from the 

downtownôs distinct character. 


















