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About Pennsylvania Council on thgts A'
Themissionof the Pennsylvani&ouncilontheArts (PCA)is

to strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality 2v/ding stronger communities takes creativity.

of Pennsylvania's communities through the arts. The agency
promotes equitable access for all Pennsylvanians to
participate fully in a creative life and in the diverse forms of
arts and culture in the commonwealth. The PXDAports a
range of arts and cultural activities and organizations via a
number of programs and opportunities.

About Cultural Sustainability Consultingl-C.

CulturalSustainabilityConsultingLLC createsustomized
tools to nurture, revitalize, and sustain community culture
around themes of sustainability particular to culture .
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Introduction

Thegrowingawarenessfc u | t impoeadcgin communitywellbeingandsustainablelevelopment
has created the need for making culture more tangible in policymaking and community developm
By exploringdomainsof sustainabilityparticularto culture,tangibledatacanbe createdor monitoring
itds sustainability and evaluating the i mpa

The Cultural Sustainabilithssessment Report (CSAR the result of the analysis of qualitative and
guantitativedataon the sustainabilityof communityculture. Here,thetermfi ¢ u | i appreathedsa
way of meaning making and expression passed down for generations within a community that cre
shared way of being.

The CSAR examines and documents both the conditions of the community's assets of cultural
sustainability(whathashada significantpartin sustainingcultureovertime) andassessethe culture's
sustainability in the current cultural context by examining each assets impact on indicators of cultt
sustainability.

The report is a community sourced (not crowd sourced) effort, meaning the research tools were
customized by the community members contacted and some media was contributed by them. Thi
reportrelieson the expertknowledgecommunitymembersaveof their cultureandthe historicaland
cultural context surrounding it. It is only through their invaluable knowledge that sustainability ass
can be identified and culture examined through the lens of sustainability.

This work stands on the shoulders of the extensive research that has already been done in cultur
sustainabilityovertherole communityvoices,indigenouknowledge andcollaborativeapproaches
have in sustainable development.




Why Cultural Sustainability?

Culturalsustainabilityis a gatewayto increasedcommunityresilienceandsuccessfusustainable
developmentThe community knowledge, history, and bonds culture harbors has the potential to
helpcommunitiesvithstandenvironmentaindpolitical shocksandadaptresilientlyto changing

times. Even so, culture is still often underestimated and left out of strategies for sustainable
development and community resilien@es well as being a direct tie to ancestors and shared
identity, cultural sustainability iteslf is a great indicator of community-\weihg

About Sustainability Benchmarks

Culture is largely subjective, as seen through the eyes of those who live in it and interpret the
world through its way of meaning making. This subjectivity puts the assessment framework into
the context of the communityds culture and
sustainabilityjookslike to them.Benchmark®asedn communityme mb &nmowlédgeprovide

a yardstick by which to assess trends in sustainability. Hopefully readers of this report will walk
away convinced of the power of community knowledge and with a clearer view of what cultural
sustainability really means in practice.

Culturalsustainabilitydatai s statitbecauseulturei s stdti¢.Externalshockswhetherglobal

or local, can have a massive impact on cultural sustainability. That is why monitoring through
routine reassessment is so important and why the customized assessment framework is include
with the report for future use.

Better data and insight can help cultural sustainability strategies nourish and build on existing
sustainability resources while incorporating new ones as they Hhnisas why all partners are
encouragedb seeculturalsustainabilitydatacollectionasa continuouspngoingprocessandto
always compare findings to the relevant data collected beforehand.



Tamaqua, Pennsylvania

Located in Eastern Schuylkill County at the intersection of routes 209 and 309,
Tamagua lies in between the foothills of tree®o Mountains and Pennsylvania's
Anthracite Coal RegionThe presence of the original inhabitants of the land, the
Lenape is still felt today. In Lenape language, "Tamaqua" is roughly translated to
"beaver." Tamaquavasestablishedn 1799by BerkhardMoser,who settledin thearea
that is downtown Tamaqua today. Irish, Welsh, and German immigrants came to the
boroughin themid-1 8 0 lfowedby alargeinflux of Italians,LithuaniansRussians,
Ukrainians, Sl ovaks, and Poles in the | at e
Tamagua was also a central location for events involving the Molly Maguires; a then
secret, now famous, society of Irish immigrants known for advocating for Irish coal
miners in Pennsylvania. In 1885, the Edison Electric llluminating Co. made
Tamaquéahe nation'ssecondown with anincandescennunicipallighting system.

Significant themes andnarratives

Tamaqua is both geographically and historically central to the anthracite coal mining

boom in Eastern Pennsylvania. Coal mining was the most significant economic income

for residents throughout the 20th century. The decline of its use created a shift in both

the economy and culture of Tamaquamigrants looking for work in the coal region

and those fleeing religious persecution at
Acoal cultureo collectivley. Long standi ncgc
present todayldentification with their immigrant ancestors' history in the coal mines
andthecultureit createccanstill beseenin contemporargxpressionsuchasfestivals,

foods, foodways, and even the names of streets.

Tamaguaasdescribedby the Cultural Sustainability Advisory Council

‘Smalltown,rich in history,active,increasingini t diveysity,Appalachian.'Someways

theyseetheir culturereflectedin thecommunityarelocal festivals,coal/regionakthnic

food, block parties, fire houses, churches and church festivals, spirit of christmas

festival, the Halloween paradé ¢ al k about the comamdni ty con
football games.

When thinking about the longstanding characteristickaofaquail War m, fr i endl|l vy
genuinegpeople.T a ma qgreatésssseis its people.Theywill takeyouasa friend

from the moment they meet you. They look for the good in people and you'd have to

really do some harm for them to turn against you. They just look at other people as

friends and that's nice. That's so nice. A sense of community. A strong sense of

c 0 mmu n(AUL2923.6SC.JW. D1_00:17:37)



I" wouldsayit's a thriving communityyeryforward thinking,butrich in historyandculture."
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.DF_00:03:54)

1'd sayit's a smallAppalachiancoalregion,hard coalregion,communityYouknow,it's, if
you've if you've been to any small, anthracite coal region, Appalachian Community, you
know, you've been to Tamaqua. It's technically a rural community. But it's a densely
populated community that people live close together. Big downtown, for the size of the
community, and very tight housing, older housing turn of the 20th century hoAsimgf
Victorianhomesn thedowntownlt's a smalltight knit, very,veryinsular, notverydiverse.

In termsof ethnicbackgroundsmyparentswerea mixedmarriagebecauseny motherwas
Roman Catholic, and my father was Russian Orthodox. That was the type of diversity
although we get more and more diverse now. But poor you know, relatively poor economic
status relatively uneducated, you know, very tough and gritty type of town."
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG_00:02:29)

Things that have disappeared over the years can be generalized as prosperity, and loss of
momandpop shopghatcreateda busydowntownaswell asalossof neighborhoodchools

and businesses, and recreational clibé/e need a diner. We wused
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.D1_00:23:24)

The identification with coalmining is still seenin contemporary expressionsand
buisnesses such as "Coal Cats Cafe", located on downtown Broad street.



Cultural Sustainability Advisory Council

This report is a collaboration between community members and a cultural sustainability
strategishiredby Pennsylvani&ouncilontheArts. Thecommunitymemberswill beknown

as the ACul t Adali s®ugt Lioruanleii Il i0t fy rom her e on
talkedwith eachotheraboutthedifferentasset@ndsustainabilitytrendsto cometo ageneral
consensus. In analysis, their knowledge was considered collectively as a representation of a
shared community voice on the sustainabilityramaquan cultur& heir individual bio's can

be seen in Appendix B.

Methodology

After forming the Cultural Sustainabilixdvisory Council, Discussions 1 and 2 were
facilitated. In the first discussion, the council identified assets of cultural sustainability by
reflecting on the themes of cultural sustainability that are used as indicators in the second
portionof theassessmenin Discussior?, thecouncilagreeon the sustainabilitycondition

of each asset by reflecting on trends seen throughout the Addisonally they note the

themes impacted by each asset, which, taken collectively, denotes the sustainability of each
theme/indicator.

Researclandfieldwork for this reportbegann October2022andconcludedn March2023.
Theresearclanddocumentatiomevolvedaroundthe asset®f cultural sustainabilitydefined

by residents of Tamaqua t hadvisemyer ved as a fiC
C o u n &ieldwork was done in between the two discussions to gather asset and cultural
context.Theinterviewprocessstartedrom suggestionby communityadvisorsandprevious

folklorist reports, eventually branching out from these contacts to include residents
recommended by others. Significant statements collected through interviews and the

workshops have been transcribed verbatim to authentically represent the speaker and
acknowledge the importance of community members agency over their own narratives.



Theassessmentasdesignedn collaborationwith the community.lt is informedby ethnographic
researclandthe bestavailableinformationfrom sourceghathavebeendeterminedo beaccurate,
reliable, and relevant to the issues being considered.

Goals:

- Identify, documentandassesshe conditionof sustainabilityof eachassebdf culturalsustainability.
- Identify theimpactof eachon themeof culturalsustainabilityto getawide pictureonthe
sustainability of Tamaquads collective cul
- Create a directory of community members designated as a Cultural Sustaiaiuihigyil.

- HostDiscussionl: Identify anddocumenasset®f culturalsustainabilitythroughthemesof
sustainability particular to culture..

- HostDiscussior2: Assessachassefor it's own sustainabilityandimpacton thethemesof
sustainability particular to culture.

-Analyzedatato createa visualsanda Cultural SustainabilityProfile for monitoringandproject
evaluations.

Themes of Cultural Sustainability

Theassessmemevolvesaroundthemesof sustainabilityparticularto cultureusedasindicatorsof
cultural sustainabilityThese areAccess to Cultural Heritage; Culturalitonomy, Cultural
Performance, Cultural Engagement, Cultural Transmission, Adaptive Resilience, and Cultural
Infrastructure.

Approachingheseasindicatorsof sustainability aframeworkwasdevelopedo assesandmonitor
collective cultural sustainability through examining the indicators in community context. To learr
more about the themes as they are used in collective cultural sustainability assessments visit
www.culturalsustainabilityconsulting.com


http://www.culturalsustainabilityconsulting.com/
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Themes of Cultural Sustainability

‘ ‘ Accesgo CulturalHeritage:How doesthe communityaccesshe historyand
' evolution of their shared culture?

CulturalAutonomy:Whatresourcesloesthe communityhaveto ensureheir culture
can evolve on their own terms without unwanted coersion from outside sources?

Cultural Performance: How is culture performedlaily life andcelebrations?

- (=50

So-

O

CulturalEngagementWhat aresignifigantwaysthe communityengagesvith each
other in cultural practices?

—
By

Cultural TransmissionHow is culturepassedn to newgenerations?

Adaptiveresilience How doesthe communitywithstandexternalchangesn cultural
context?

)
&
N

CulturalInfrastructureWhatpolicies,physicalspacesandprogramdacilitatethe
sustainability of community culture?

—
—
—



11

Assets of Cultural Sustainability

What is an asset in the context of cultural sustainab#ity@sset of cultural sustainability is
conceptualizeas"thingsof valuethatsustainproductionandgrowth." Theyhavemoreimpactthan
resources, something that can be drawn upon when neessads of cultural sustainability are

pillars of a shared culture that constantly feed into the sustainability of a culture.

Tamaqua's Assets of Cultural Sustainability

Theassetsn thisreportarenotthe only wayscommunitycultureis sustainedn Tamaquautthey

have been recognized by community members as
sustainability. It is hoped that by sustaining these collective sources of cultural sustainability that
the more intricate and subtle cultural expressions at intimate and individual levels will also be

positively impacted

After discussinghesewith theAdvisory Council,thefollowing assetsvereidentifiedasbeing
signficant to sustaining Tamaquan culture. Their "well being" in terms of sustainability was
assessedleterminedy reflectingontrendsin their well-beingseenthroughoutheyears.The

assets were scored ranging fromirio longer exists" to 5'thriving".

Following aredescription®f theasset@andwith their correlatingsustainabilityscoreandthe

cultural sustainability themes each impacts.
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AssetDetalls

Tamaqua Railroad Station

SMULLIGAN

ESIDENT 305
1991 2013

QWASYATION

SustainabilityTrend:Thriving
Impacts:CulturalEngagementCultural InfrastructureAccesso CulturalHeritage Cultural
Performance

The train stationis si gni fi cant symbol of t hdt'sa& ommun
focal point of the community and perhaps the biggest draw for touinst€89 Dale
Freudenburger was one of two people who saved it from the wrecking baldal set fire

to it and the Borough was going to knock it down until Dale convinced them to let him be
responsibldor maintainingit. In 1992 ,DaleandthehistoricalsocietyformedTamaque&sOS

(Save our Station) to buy and preserve the station.The station is part of bheck5

Tamaqua Historical District and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. On
March 9th 2023 the station was celebrated by being put on a United States postal stamp.
There was an enormous turnout at the celebrigdoh



Tamaqua Railroad Station

The Tamaqua railroad station is a very significant indicator of Tamaqua's cultural
sustainabilitytrend.It representsnorethanhistoryandalandmark butthesuccessful
revitalization efforts taken on by the community.

Certainlythetrain stationis goingto beat thetop of mylist [of signifigantsites],youknow,

not just because it's a really cool old historic train station and all the activities go on
there,but really also what it represents, in terms of community coming together to save its
number one landmark and the station is literally and figuratively in the heart of our rebirth
and revitalization efforts and to place a source of pride, not just for what the community was
duringduringits heydayputreally whatit couldbewhenweworktogether Andwededicate
ourselves to making it bettefAU 2023.CSC.JW.MG_00:04:09)

Residentsform a crowd outsidethe train station to celebratethe release
of the Tamaqua Railroad Station stamp.
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Tamaqua, pennsylvania

Don Serfassholds up an enlargedimage ofthe railroad stations forever stamp.

An overwhelming amountof residents cameout to celebrate theevent

14



Trains ran continuously back and forth in front of the station aspart of the celebration
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Hegarty Family Blacksmitishop

image courtesyTACP.info
SustainabilityTrend:Vulnerable/Sustainable
Impacts:Access to Cultural Heritage

TheHegartyfamily blacksmithshop,establishedn 1848,wasrun by threegenerationsf the
Hegartyfamily. It wasdonatedo the Historical Societyby thefamily in 1974.In theshopare
tools the Hegarty family brought over when they immigrated from Ireland to Tamaqua. It is
open to the public one day a year.

Annotations:

The blacksmith shop was broken into | ast vy
blacksmithingoolswerestolen.Thecouncilfeelslike i t uaderutilizedTheshopis only

open one day a year.

A always think if that building was in Jim Thorpe, what would they be doing now? Like, it
would be like God's gift to blacksmiths. You know, and, and here it sits empty. It's open one
dayayear,é d o e generateanyrevenueDoesn'tgenerateanyactivity otherthanit's, it's
open and not e (AB R0220SEIW.TDR ®G12)i val . 0O

However, the historical soci ety owns it so
memberglecidedhe sustainabilitytrendis somewherdetweenvulnerableandsustainable.
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TamaquadreaHistoricalMuseum
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SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant
Impacts: Impacts:AdaptiveResilienceCultural TransmissionAccesso CulturalHeritage,

Cultural Infrastructure

The museum is one of three sites owned and operated by the Tamaqua Historical Society.
The museum houses artifacts and documents tied to significant historical events and eras, as
well as everyday life in Tamaqua throughout the years. These include collections such as

A Bl Bc kB moandisLdiinftreCoalMi n easwel| asatypical kitchensetup from the
mid-century Most of theartifactsaredonatedy thecommunity. I" thinkthebulk of the
communityrealizesthatthatis our centerfor preservingour historyandour culture.Cultural

things from their grandmother, or their great grandparents, you know, that they have in their
possession, rather than throwing it away or putting on eBay. Many times it comes to us."
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.FR_00:25:48)

Annotations:
DaleFriedenburg isiot worriedabout thesustainability othe museum.

We're in agoodfinancial positionandwith alongtermplan, sothatwon'tbeanissue."
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.FR_00:25:33)



Exhibits in the museumshowsTamaquathrough the years.
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Ethnic Foodways

Padora'sBakery usesa coalfired ovento bakeit's legendarylocal Italian bread. Photocourtesy Facebook

SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
ImpactsCulturalAccess CulturalAutonomy,CulturalPerformanceCultural Engagement,
Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure

Whenimmigrantssettledin Tamaqudo work in themines,theybroughtwith themrecipes
from their homelands that have nourished g
day. Irish, Welsh, German, Italian, Lithuanian, Russian, Ukrainian, Slovakian, and Polish

di shes, among ot hers, al | Tamafua.WDagmal ecdpes he ¢
have been passed down from generation to generation. Traditional dishes have influenced
each other to become distinct ncoal regi on
Annotations:

Thecouncild o e seagtbeong-standingoresencef ethnicfoodwaysgoinganywhere
anytime soon.

|l think there's an appreciation of it [eth
endangered. Like, when people care about it, there's a good chance that something's gonna
happen.Youknow,it's whenpeopledon'tevenappreciatat andit's gone. Andnextthing you

kK n o WU 2023.CSC.JW.TD2_00:04:37)
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| <
Tamaquansenter their family boilo recipe during an annual competition at a volunteer fire station

Some bakeries have disappeared over the years but new additions, representing new
ethnicities havealsopoppedup, includingawell-knownlocal Italian restauranandhispanic
foods sold right out of someoned6s house.

AWebve | ost some but wedve gained someél ol
biggest Italian population here. But in the past several decades we've become known for
Italian cooking through DiMaggio's [a local Italian restaurant]. | mean, they [people] come
fromHazletonto here.Theycomefromall over.l meanhisbusinesss unbelievableTheline

goes out the door on a Friday and Saturday night. And, you know, so like, we picked up an
et hni(aU 2093.C8C.JW.TD2_06:04)

Some notable long standing foodways sites are Leiby's restaurant and Padora's Bakery. The
transmissiorof ethnicfoodsis adaptingoy way of sharingfamily andregionalrecipesonline

in different forums. The council debated between the sustainability trend of sustainable and
thriving.
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VolunteerFire Companies

SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
Impacts:adaptiveresilience culturaltransmissionaccesso culturalheritage cultural
performance, cultural engagement

Therearefour volunteerfire companiesn TamaquaAmericanHoseCo 1, TamaquéaCitizens

Fire Co 2, Tamaqué&astEndFire Co.3,TamaquéouthWardFire Co4..T h e yconsidered

a big part of Tamaquan culture, each with a culture all their own, that feeds into the shared
Tamaquan culture.

A T heaghhavetheir ownreally strongcultural identityandthencollectivelyasa volunteer
fire service, they have a cultural i dentit
lifestyleall their own.Communityeventsandweddingsare heldin thecompaniesalls. And,

unique to the coal region, historically, they all had bars in them though not all still do.
ATheyor e al [AUK@2.CSIIW.D1 4045 . O

A S m goWwrllife hereis fire companyife, youknow,peopleidentifywithi t . 0
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_09:11)
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Tamaquansenter their family boilo recipe during an annual competition at a volunteer fire station

Annotations:

The heyday for the volunteer fire companie
overahundredvolunteersandmarchingunits.Now volunteersaaredownto abouta dozenper
Company. Usually a hallmark of community cultural activity, fire compladyblock parties
dwindled to one last year. This is cited as mostly due to €®id he block parties were

canceled in 2020 and 2021 for safety reasons but they did pick up again in 2022.

Although a lack of volunteers is concerning, the fire companies are still very active and
contributealot culturally. Therewastalk of themall mergingtogetherin thepast,butthey
have managed to continue as four distinct companies.

Despitethevolunteergiroppingdown,there'sthey'restill extremelactive they'reactiveand
they're contributing. And they have activities, and they're culturally still alive. You know,
they're not merging anytime soofAU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2_06:04)

'S owehavefour volunteerfire companiesn thecommunitythatare notjustplaceswhere
people volunteer to fight fires, and be trained and things like that. But they're also social
organizationghatsomeof themare like, intergenerationallike, your family is part of this

fire company, or that fire companyAU 2023.CSC.JW.MG00:10:36)
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SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
Impacts: Cultural Engagemem;cess to Cultural Heritage, Cultuérformance

Historic Markers6 9a®ea seriesof markersspreadhroughouffamaquahatmarkhistorical
sites, describing events and their significarides project was funded by PP&Ind private
donations. The markers are listed on the historic marker database with descriptions and

coordinates.

Annotations:

The 14 markers include the followisges:
Anthracite Bank of Tamaqua

Little Schuylkill Railroad

Burkhardt Moser Log Home

Jon F. McGinty Brewery

Odd Fellows Cemetery

The Murder of Benjamin Yost

Little Schuylkill Hotel

Mary HarrilnestMot her
Hegarty Blacksmith Shop

23



PlacebasedCommunty Projects 24

Large fiberglasshearts are displayedthroughout downtown aspart of TamaquaHas Heart

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant
Impacts:CulturalAccess CulturalAutonomy,Cultural PerformanceCultural Engagement,
Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure

OvertheyearsplacebaseccommunityprojectssuchasTamaquéasHeart,DearTamaqua,
and painting murals around town have created shared expressions of what it means to be
Tamaquan and a shared vision for the future.

TamaquahasHeart

"Tamaqua Has Heaxvas truly a project of love; the love of volunteers who wanted our
community to love itself and focus on our positive, nurturing characteristics." Led by
volunteers Kyle Whitley and Wandie Little, the project took-anda-half years to
complete."Fromtheveryyoungto thevery old, eachheartinspiredpersonatonnections
that, we believe, will never be forgotten.tamaquaarts.org



Dear Tamaqua

"Dear Tamaqua" was developed from a TED Talk presented in 2014. "The notion of giving
our community a voice and the abilityty to share it became urdepartnership with
Touchstond heaterd Bethlehemled by TamaquanativeJPJordangaveusthecoachingve
needed to pull off our first largecale public initiative. Spanning two years of planning and
culminating in a one mile immersive walking experience in the center of town, the project
gave visible evidence of the collision of our past, present and futueeriaquaarts.org.
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Murals
Greetingdrom TamaquaJural

i Wevantedto createsomethinghatreflectswhoweare andour attitudeof whatcanbe."

26
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Choose Happineddural

As partof TamaquaChooseHappinessaneyespy muralwascreatedvhereresidents
embedded images of tamaquan culture into a landscape mural.
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A close up of a section of the mural shows embeddgedages.




Then and NowForum

SustainabilityTrend: Thriving
Impacts:CulturalAccess CulturalAutonomy,Cultural PerformanceCultural Engagement,
Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure

The Tamaqua Then and Now forum is a facebook page where people who grew up in
Tamaqualargely,reminisceaboutthe past.Thereare6,755membersconsistingof current
residents and those who grew up in Tamaqua but have since moved away.
Thepagedescribeshe purposeof thegroupas, A groupdevotedo thehistoryof Tamaqua.
We're not about current issues unless there's some link to the past, such as historic
preservation. 0 Shared posts consist of
as well as personal stories of growing up in Tamaqua.

Summit Hill High School

N

Tamagqua High School

Tamagua High School Stadium
Friday, September 5, 1947

28

ol



29

Block Parties

An American HoseFire CompanyBlock Party

image courtesy TanaquaArea.com

SustainabilityTrend:Ciritical
Impacts:CulturalEngagemen#daptiveResilience Cultural TransmissionAccesso
Cultural Heritage, Cultural Performance

Threeof thefour volunteerfire companie$old a block party,usuallythreedayslong, every
year during the summer. The block parties have live music and regional food and, up until
recently, had a large turnout.

Annotations:
Like manysocialeventsaroundthe country,theblock partieswerecanceledluringCovid-19
and haven't fully recovered in attendance since then.

Thispastyear,weweredownto oneblockparty. Yeah Andthatwasscary.Andl lookedinto
it and was told that it was a manpower iss(i®®l) 2022.CSC.JW.D2_22:28)
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Communty Involvement

SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
ImpactsCulturalAccess CulturalAutonomy,CulturalPerformanceCultural Engagement,
Cultural Transmission, Cultural Resilience, Cultural Infrastructure

Annotations:

Althoughcommunityinvolvements considerecgustainablethecouncild o e seaetbetsame
numbers meeting regularly that they used to. There are always volunteers for events and

Il nitiatives, but most volunteers donod6t att
A N at's not,it's notthesametypeof involvementLike the TedBlockgenerationwouldgoto

a Lions Club meeting every Tuesday night a
(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_22:18)

ANow iIit's very, the community i1involved eve
know, for a cleanup or the festival. But | don't want to go to meetings. | don't want to be the
secretaryl don'twannabethet r e a sYoukrew,theydon'twantto, they'renot,they'renot

i nvolved in the organization. They're just
.l t'"s even | i kAssocidtien. Yieah! Yiounkeow,Ghey doré have huge
membershipneetingsbhutwhentheyhavean eventtheygeta hugeturnoutof volunteersand
people want to come. o0 So |, I think the am

Butit's a differenttypeofi n v o | v EhesedaysthebionsClub nevermeetsdutstill is
able to rally the town together every year for the Halloween parade, a massive event in
Tamaqua(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_22:28).
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PlaygroundAssociation

SustainabilityTrend:Critical

Impacts:CulturalEngagemen#daptiveresilience Cultural TransmissionCultural
Autonomy

The Tamaqua playground associations are a coalition of volunteers who take care of local
parksin eachward.Therehasbeenabig declinein recentyearsandwhatusedto beavibrant
organization is now down to a few volunteers.

Annotations:
The playgrounds are being utilized to some
t heyor el hggibmgeo .functional and there are a f

d o rrdalty haveanorganizationThereis abig differencebetweercommunitystewardship
of the playgrounds in the past compared to today.

i B yduremembervhenlike JackieJonesandMargie Klein, theyran thatyouk n o w. 0
AU 2022.CSC.JW.D1_27:53)

N know.It waslike their lives. Thatreally changedvertheyears.Nowl| don'‘tknowwhythat

is. People maybe have more entertainment options at home and the kids don't go to the
playground like they used to. But we have a lot of playgrounds in this town but yeah, they're,
| "' d say vul rAB R@bCSE.JW.D1 a80B1at . o
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Annual Heritagerestival
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Re-enactorsoutsidethe TamaquaTrain Station during Tamaqua'sAnnual Heritage Festival

photo courtesy: Times News tnonline.com

SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
Impacts: CulturalEngagemenCultural TransmissionCulturalInfrastructureAccesso
Cultural Heritage

TheAnnualTamaqudaHeritageFestivalis presentedby the Tamaquaistorical Societyevery

Fall. Features are a large craft and street fair downtown, local foods, a variety of music,
calliope, horsedrawn trolley car rides, costumed reenactors, guided walking fawienn

harvest market,a car show, historical exhibits, museum tours, children's games and rides,
antique shopping, great restaurants, and two craft breweries. This year was the 37th year of
the festival.

Annotations:
It hasn'tchangedn 40years.Sol thinkthat'ssustainedYeah Hasn'tgottenbetteror
wo r s(ARU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_39:08)

| thinkit's sustainableThatdoesn'imeantherewon'tbechallengesiowntheroad.| justwish

we had more younger people involved, in the society in general. We have to sustain it, that's
why|'m gonnasayit's sustainablelt hasto be.Becausehat bringsthetowntogetherandthe

whole region really(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_39:08)



Annual Northeastern Pennsylvania Cancer Sodietgthon

Performers pose by the total pledge raised, $200, 157, in 2015. photo courteEBgmaquaArea.com

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant
Impacts:CulturalEngagemen#daptiveResilience Cultural TransmissionCultural
Infrastructure, Cultural Autonomy, Cultural Performance

TheAmerican Cancer Society Telethon of Eastern Pennsylvania features remote telecasts
from the Lehigh Valley, Greater Wilkeé®arre, and the Poconos, plus stories from area
residentandfamiliesimpactedoy thediseaseThetelethonoriginatesSrom P e n Re@aken

April noon to midnight, and features a wide range of live performances from talent in the
area.TheTelethoncanbeviewedin Pottsville,thelLehighValley, TamaquaHazletonand
Wilkes-Barre/Birdsboro. Viewers can call in to donate.

Annotations:

Thecouncilis confidentin the continuity of the Telethonbecausef thecommoncauseand
wide agerangeit attractsThere'syoungpeoplethere.Sothat'll keepgoing.Andthemission
is good and all, you know, the whole b{&tU_ 2022.CSC.JW.D2_31:57)
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Pessimism

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant
Impacts:Cultural Engagemenfdaptive Resilience, Culturdiransmission

Tamagua sources cultural sustainability through a shared pessimism that influences local
culture.Not to necessarilype considered badthing, pessimisnmseemdo beanendearing
part of the shared identity that community members are proud of.

Annotations:

Tt's vibrant.| meanputthat'sthewholecoalregionin general.Thepeoplein thecoalregion,

if they were invited to the last Supper, they would complain about the menu.
(AU_2022.CSC.JW.D2_34:22)eah. They'd be like, 'Jesus Christ, bread and wine? Don't
you have chili dogs?™
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ChurchGroups

A congregationat Trinity United Church of Christ. Image courtesy http://tamaquatrinity.com

SustainabilityTrend:Critical

Impacts: Impacts:Cultural EngagementAdaptive Resilience Cultural Transmission,
Cultural PerformanceCultural Infrastructure Cultural Autonomy,Accessto Cultural
Heritage

Annotations:
I" mean] thinkit's critical thechurchesvouldevenagree.lt's critical. YeahUh, we'relucky
the, Episcopal church is still hanging i(AU_2023.CSC.JW.TD2.00:35:16)

'We losta lot of churchesanda lot of vacantchurcheshow.Placeswherepeopletheypoured

their heart and, no pun intended, soul into these places, and they build them, maintain them,
andsustainthem.Andthenpoof,nextthing youknow,they'resitting empty.Really,it's really
sad.[AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG.00:40:39)


http://tamaquatrinity.com/
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TraditionalArts

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant

Impacts:Impacts:Cultural EngagementAdaptiveResilience Cultural Transmission,
Cultural PerformanceCultural Infrastructure Cultural Autonomy,Accessto Cultural
Heritage

As anexampleof traditionalartssustainabilityin thearea Pysankyin Tamaquavasstudied.

The practice of pysanky is a centuries old Ukranian tradition of decorating easter eggs. The
egq is hollowed out and patterns are created using aegst method. Pa@orinchock.a
nativeTamaquan who has been practicing pysanky for over thirty years and teaching for ten,
was interviewed on the arts sustainability in the region. In summary, he is happy with the
interestheseedn his classeandespeciallyseeinggeneration®f family membersomingin

to take classes together

Annotations:

The addition of new arts venues over the years has bolstered support for pysanky
sustainabilityby hostingclassedor the publicandprovidingresourcesThoseinvolvedsee
an increased interest and aren't worried about it's sustainability in the region.
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Response to drugroblem

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant

Impacts:Impacts:Cultural EngagementAdaptiveResilience Cultural Transmission,
Cultural PerformanceCultural Infrastructure Cultural Autonomy,Accessto Cultural
Heritage

The council suggested Hope & Coffee as an
the drug presence. Hope & Coffee is a coffee house located downtown right next to the
Tamgaua Communitirts Center. Hope & Coffee provides opportunities for people in
recovery from drug addiction. They offer jobs, a safe space to gather that demonstrates that
recoveryis normal,opportunitiedo engagewith theissuesandsupportmeetingsBenefactor

Lisa Scheller hopes it will be a place of community support that normalizes recovery.
ExecutiveDirectorMicah Gurskydescribedt as.".. asocially-consciongndeavothatsells

the best coffee and homemade baked goods around these parts in a way that magnifies our
impact in the community."

Annotations:

Like many other places all over the country, in the past ten years Tamagua has seen an
increasen druguseandi timpsictonthecommunity.l" think oneof thethingsthataffects
whatwe'regoingthrough,,andit's notonly here,butthedrugsandcrime.Butyouknow,it
affects the whole communitfAU_2023.CSC.JW.DF.00:50:38)
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The front counter at Hope and Coffee

RECOVERY I

A binder is available for peopleto read a collection of personal
stories of addiction and recovery and contribute their own.

The council also mentioned the organization "Safer StreeffBomqu a6 s LTheyt | e
area501c(3)nonprofit organizatiorthatthrougheducatiorandsupporthopeso putanend
to this drug epidemic by bringing awarness to the community and preventive education.
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StrongSense oResilience

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant

Impacts: Impacts:Cultural Engagementdaptive Resilience Cultural Transmission,
Cultural PerformanceCultural Infrastructure Cultural Autonomy,Accessto Cultural
Heritage

Originally categorized as a strong sense of adaptation the council thought a strong sense of
resiliencewasmoreapproprioate’l think we'remoreresilientthanadaptive.\Whenl think

about some of the core people who are involved, [they're] not adaptive. Like they don't
change nowYou know, but they are resilient. "

Otherorganizationgike the schoolboardandBoroughCouncil,aswell ascommunityleaders
in the fire companies don't show a lot of adaptation but are considered very resilient.
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DowntownTamaqgua

| (VAT

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant
Impacts: CulturalEngagemen#daptiveResilienceCultural TransmissionCultural
InfrastructureAccesso CulturalHeritage CulturalAutonomy,Cultural Performance

DowntownTamaquas characterizety Victorian buildingsand"momandpopshops”l t 6 s
major intersection is the five points. Community projects involving downtown include the
downtown Tamaqua virtual map and major festivals and parades. There have been efforts
over the years to revitalize the downtown area that are ongoing.

Annotations:
Whensometimegjuestionedvhy alot of moneyis investednto downtown,it's pointedout
that it's where parades and festivals are held, as well as buisnesses and organizations that

bring in visitors and keep the community's day to day activities going.

'I't needdolookandfeelgood,becaus¢hat'swhere that'showweidentify."
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.D1_01:16:41)
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Festivals

A flyer for Tamaqua's Spirit of Christmas Festival

SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
Impacts: Impacts:CulturalEngagementidaptiveResilience Cultural Transmission,
Cultural Performance, Cultural InfrastructuAs;cess to Cultural Heritage

Tamaquaods annual festivals were pointed ou
culturalactivities.Somefestivalsmentionedvere:the TamaquaderitageFestival the Spirit
of Christmas Festival, the Halloween Parade, and the Memorial Day Parade.

Mr. and Mrs. Clausgreetfestival goersat the train station
during Spirit of Chirstmas. Img courtesy Times News
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Spirit of Chirstmad-estival

The Spirit of Christmad-estivalrunsfor four daysandis organizedy a committeeinvolving
Judy Hoppes. Events include "Breakfast with Santa", a tree lighting ceremony, and a
Christmas parade.

Santasitsto hear Christmas wish lists. Img courtesy
Times News.

Annual HalloweenParade

Theannualkhalloweernparadds helddowntownandrun by the Lion's Club. Floatsaredesignedanddecorated

by local organizations and buisnesses. The fire departments and traffic control is needed to manage the
thousands of people that attend. Images of the Halloween parade are by Donald Serfass, courtesy Times
News.

'If youwanttotalk aboutlike aneventwhereeverybodyn thecommuniticomedogethertheHalloween
parade, oh, my GodAU_2023.CSC.JW.D1_00:00:11:25)



Live music isperformed.

The local scouts with a space theméftbat.
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Halloweenprops decoratethe floats.
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Memorial Day Parade
Thememorialdayparadeas oneof thefew still heldin Schuylkill county.This, aswell asthe

Veterans day parade, is a sign of how engaged and active the community is in their events.

Unlike Tamaqua, neighboring towns can't sustain their own parades so rotate them anually
betweereachother."'S otheyhavea countywideparadethatrotatesamongthetown.Sothe

fact that we're able to do with just by ourselves, shows how active we are, despite these
challenges."

AU.2023.CSC.JW.D1_00:11:49)
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The Memorial Day parade.Img.
Courtesy Times News
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Streetscape
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SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant

Impacts: Impacts: Adaptive Resilience, Culturdhfrastructure,

Thedesignof streetssidewalkspike paths,andbusstops,impactsthewaysresidentsnteract

with each other and within their cultur€éamaqua is very walkable and it's identity can be

seen in the landmarks, names of street signs, and historic initiatives.
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TamaquaommunityArts Center
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image https://www.tamaquaarts.org/

SustainabilityTrend:Vibrant
Impacts: Cultural Engagemettdaptive Resilience, Cultural Transmission, Cultural
InfrastructureAccesso CulturalHeritage CulturalAutonomy,Cultural Performance

Located at 125 Pine Street, the Tamaqua CommAnisyCenter was created in 2012 when
the Tamaquérea Community Partnership bought what used to be the Salem United
MethodistChurchbuilding. The TACP madethe centera placewhereTamaquansould meet
to learnabout,create andperformartsandculturalactivities.Theyholdinstructionalclasses,

seminars, and workshops. The second fl oor
name comes from the Morgan Stitch, a knit
he designed a unigqgue knitting machine to c
the patent. His invention continues to con

Morgan foundation.

Annotations:

That'sareally specialplace.Becauseyouknow,whenl grewup here,wedidn'thaveanart
center.And,andsothere'sa wholegenerationof youngpeoplegrowingupin Tamaquéahat
won'tremembenot havingan art center,anda placewhereyoucancreateandlearnto do
something that you never thought you'd do or get up on stage or learn how to play an
instrument or throw clay or, or whatever, whatever they're teaching."
(AU_2023.CSC.JW.MG_07:07)


http://www.tamaquaarts.org/

Historic Preservatio®@rdinance

SustainabilityTrend:Sustainable
Impacts: Cultural Engagemen®daptiveResilienceCultural TransmissionCultural
InfrastructureAccesso CulturalHeritage CulturalAutonomy,Cultural Performance

The historic district spans 55 blocks, highlighted in purple in the map above. The historic
preservatiorordinanceprotectshe areafrom anyimpositionthatwould takeawayfrom the
downtownodés distinct character.
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